Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
First Quarter 2021: Isaiah: “Comfort My People”
Lesson 6 “Playing God”

Read for this week’s study
Isaiah 13; Isaiah 13:2—-22; Isaiah 14; |saiah 24-27.

Memory Text

“‘Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us. This is the LORD; we have
waited for Him; we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation’ ” (Isaiah 25:9, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

I Introduction

. Doom on the Nations (Isaiah 13)

Il The Late Great City of Babylon (Isa. 13:2-22)
V. Fall of the Mountain “King” (Isaiah 14)

V. Heaven’s Gate (Isaiah 13, 14)

VI. Final Triumph of Zion (Isaiah 24-27)

VII. Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration
Facilitator: Jon Paulien

1. Sin was born in the heart of a mighty angel, who was the pinnacle of God’s creation
up to that point. Pride does not respect the boundaries of reality and that has
proven true among the angels as much as human beings (Ezekiel 28:17). This week’s
lesson explores the origin of pride and self-exaltation, the two truly original sins.
(Sabbath Afternoon)

2. Isaiah 13-27 is a series of “prophecies against the nations,” including Babylon (13-
14), Philistia (14), Moab (15-16), Damascus/Syria (17), Ethiopia (18), Egypt (19-20),
Arabia (21), and Tyre (23). Chapters 24-27 address the world as a whole. Why do you
think the prophecies against the nations begin with Babylon and not some other
country? Read through Isaiah 13:1-22. Why does God talk like this? Why do infants
have to die? What do texts like this tell us about God? How do you reconcile God’s
love and God’s wrath? Which member of the Godhead is speaking here? (Sunday’s
lesson)
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3. According to Daniel 5, how did the city of Babylon end? Read Isaiah 13 again. What
can you glean from this chapter that may speak to us today? Read Isaiah 14:1-3.
What was the purpose of God’s judgments on Babylon? How can we learn to discern
God’s hand in the political and national events we witness today? (Monday’s lesson)

4, Read Isaiah 14:4-11. Is this passage before or after chapter 13 chronologically? Is this
“taunt song” made to be taken literally? Read Isaiah 14:12-14. Is this still a
description of the King of Babylon? Compare Isaiah 14:13-14 with Matthew 11:29,
John 13:3-5 and Philippians 2:5-8. What does this contrast tell us about the
character of God as opposed to the character of Satan? (Tuesday’s lesson)

5. Read Isaiah 14:12-14 and Ezekiel 28:12-19. How did the cosmic conflict begin? Why
did Lucifer find it necessary to lie (John 8:44)? What is Satan’s ultimate goal in the
cosmic conflict?

6. Why does “Babylon” refer to Rome (1 Peter 5:13) and to an end-time enemy power
in the book of Revelation (Revelation 14:8; 16:19; 17:5; 18:2, 10, 21)? What is the
source of the name Babylon? What location in ancient Canaan came to have a
similar name (Genesis 28:17)? (Wednesday’s lesson)

7. Following the oracles against the nations (Isaiah 13-23) Isaiah 24-27 describes on a
worldwide scale the final defeat of God’s enemies and the final deliverance of His
people. Read Isaiah 24:19-23. How do you understand the language of “punishment”
in verses 21-22? How does this passage anticipate the millennium in the book of
Revelation (Revelation 20:5-10; 21:1-5)? Does God really destroy the wicked
(Revelation 14:9-11; 19:17-21)? What do Isaiah 28:21 and James 1:15 have to say
about this question? (Thursday’s lesson)

8. Why are pride and arrogance such dangerous sins? Why are they so hard to put
away? What is God’s remedy for pride? (Friday’s lesson)

9. Does Isaiah see any hope for the people of other nations? Read Isaiah 19:23-25;
25:3, 6; 26:9; 66:19-20. (Friday’s lesson)

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

So in imagination let’s go to the cross, and watch Jesus die. Did he really die? The soldiers were
surprised to find he was already dead. Crucifixion was a slow way of dying. Evidently something
else had happened. Is it true that Jesus was dying the death of a sinner, to show us how the
sinner really dies? Look at the next verse on our sheet, 2 Corinthians 5:21: “For our sake he
made him to be sin who knew no sin.” (RSV) He did die the death of a sinner. And what caused
Jesus to die? As you watch him dying on the cross, is God killing his Son? Is he torturing his Son
to death? Is God pouring out his wrath on his Son; something the Bible so often pictures God
doing toward sinners for whom there is no further hope?

Study Collection Prepared August 2020 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 2



Well, it all depends on the meaning of wrath. What is God’s wrath? One of the clearest
explanations in the whole Bible is in Romans 1. And | wish we could read at least the whole first
chapter. But look at these few verses; Romans 1:18, 24, 26, 28:

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of men
who by their wickedness suppress the truth [and it is the truth about God in that whole
section]. ... Therefore, God gave them up . . .. For this reason God gave themup . ... And
since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up. (RSV)

Three times it states in Romans 1 that God’s wrath is simply his turning away, in loving
disappointment, from those who do not want him anyway; thus leaving them to the inevitable
and awful consequence of their own rebellious choice. Was Jesus given up? Look at Romans
4:25: “. .. Jesus our Lord, who was put to death [given up] for our trespasses.” (RSV)

There is nothing in the Greek that says he was put to death. It says what is in the brackets
there. “Jesus our Lord, who was given up for our trespasses . . .” and it is exactly the same word
as in Romans 1:24, 26, 28. And versions ought to leave them the same to show the point that
Jesus died under the wrath of his Father. But look at the real meaning of God’s wrath. And this
was not new with Paul. It’s all through the Old Testament; most dramatically in Hosea 11.
Again, | wish we could read the whole chapter. Hosea 11, just verses 7 and 8: “My people are
bent on turning away from me . . . but How, oh how can | give you up, Ephraim! How, oh how,
can | hand you over Israel!” (Phillips)

Did Jesus understand that this is the experience he was passing through? Did Jesus know he
was being given up as Hosea describes it? And Paul later in Romans 1 and 4? What did Jesus cry
just before he died? “My God, my God, why are you beating me up? Why are you torturing me?
Why are you killing me?” No! “Why have you given me up?” He knew.

We should have come earlier, though—to Gethsemane. For he began this awesome experience
of demonstrating the truth about God’s gracious but awful warning, that the wages of sin is
death. We should have come to Gethsemane. And there Jesus fell to the ground dying. The
angels were watching. Was God killing his Son in the Garden of Gethsemane, or did Jesus feel
his unity with his Father breaking up? He began to feel the awesome loneliness of being given
up. Had Jesus been left in the Garden of Gethsemane, and had died there, could you say that
the Father had killed the Son? Now had he been a mere creature you wouldn’t know; but the
angels knew who Jesus was. They knew that he was God. And they knew the meaning of his
words. | should have included the verse in John 10:18. Jesus said, “No one takes my life from
me. No one can. | lay it down of myself. | have the power to lay it down and | have the power to
take it up.” The angels knew that was the truth. And if Jesus died it was not because his Father
had killed him. The Father was giving him up and both of them suffered and the Father was
crying, “How can | give you up?” The Son who had assumed humanity was the One who died.
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{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #8, “The Most
Costly and Convincing Evidence” recorded March 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the
entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG

Further Study with Ellen White

Opposition to the law of God had its beginning in the courts of heaven, with Lucifer, the
covering cherub. Satan determined to be first in the councils of heaven, and equal with God. He
began his work of rebellion with the angels under his command, seeking to diffuse among them
the spirit of discontent. And he worked in so deceptive a way that many of the angels were won
to his allegiance before his purposes were fully known. Even the loyal angels could not fully
discern his character, nor see to what his work was leading. When Satan had succeeded in
winning many angels to his side, he took his cause to God, representing that it was the desire of
the angels that he occupy the position that Christ held. {7BC 972.6}

The evil continued to work until the spirit of disaffection ripened into active revolt. Then there
was war in heaven, and Satan, with all who sympathized with him, was cast out. Satan had
warred for the mastery in heaven, and had lost the battle. God could no longer trust him with
honor and supremacy, and these, with the part he had taken in the government of heaven,
were taken from him. {7BC 973.1}

Since that time Satan and his army of confederates have been the avowed enemies of God in
our world, continually warring against the cause of truth and righteousness. Satan has
continued to present to men, as he presented to the angels, his false representations of Christ
and of God, and he has won the world to his side. Even the professedly Christian churches have
taken sides with the great apostate (RH Jan. 28, 1909). {7BC 973.2}

Satan’s rebellion was to be a lesson to the universe through all coming ages, a perpetual
testimony to the nature and terrible results of sin. The working out of Satan’s rule, its effects
upon both men and angels, would show what must be the fruit of setting aside the divine
authority. It would testify that with the existence of God’s government and His law is bound up
the well-being of all the creatures He has made. Thus the history of this terrible experiment of
rebellion was to be a perpetual safeguard to all holy intelligences, to prevent them from being
deceived as to the nature of transgression, to save them from committing sin and suffering its
punishments. {GC 499.1}

To the very close of the controversy in heaven the great usurper continued to justify himself.
When it was announced that with all his sympathizers he must be expelled from the abodes of
bliss, then the rebel leader boldly avowed his contempt for the Creator’s law. He reiterated his
claim that angels needed no control, but should be left to follow their own will, which would
ever guide them right. He denounced the divine statutes as a restriction of their liberty and
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declared that it was his purpose to secure the abolition of law; that, freed from this restraint,
the hosts of heaven might enter upon a more exalted, more glorious state of existence.
{GC 499.2}

With one accord, Satan and his host threw the blame of their rebellion wholly upon Christ,
declaring that if they had not been reproved, they would never have rebelled. Thus stubborn
and defiant in their disloyalty, seeking vainly to overthrow the government of God, yet
blasphemously claiming to be themselves the innocent victims of oppressive power, the
archrebel and all his sympathizers were at last banished from heaven. {GC 499.3}

The same spirit that prompted rebellion in heaven still inspires rebellion on earth. Satan has
continued with men the same policy which he pursued with the angels. His spirit now reigns in
the children of disobedience. Like him they seek to break down the restraints of the law of God
and promise men liberty through transgression of its precepts. Reproof of sin still arouses the
spirit of hatred and resistance. When God’s messages of warning are brought home to the
conscience, Satan leads men to justify themselves and to seek the sympathy of others in their
course of sin. Instead of correcting their errors, they excite indignation against the reprover, as
if he were the sole cause of difficulty. From the days of righteous Abel to our own time such is
the spirit which has been displayed toward those who dare to condemn sin. {GC 500.1}

By the same misrepresentation of the character of God as he had practiced in heaven, causing
Him to be regarded as severe and tyrannical, Satan induced man to sin. And having succeeded
thus far, he declared that God’s unjust restrictions had led to man’s fall, as they had led to his
own rebellion. {GC 500.2}

God desired that a change take place, and that the work of Satan be brought out in its genuine
aspect. But the exalted angel standing next to Christ was opposed to the Son of God. The
underworking was so subtle that it could not be made to appear before the heavenly host as
the thing that it really was; and so there was war in heaven, and Satan was expelled with all
who would not stand on the side of loyalty to God’s government. The Lord God stood forth as
Supreme Ruler. {4BC 1143.2}

This condition of things had existed a long period of time before Satan was unmasked and the
evil ones expelled (Letter 162, 1906). {4BC 1143.3}

It is the glory of the gospel that it is founded upon the principle of restoring in the fallen race
the divine image by a constant manifestation of benevolence. This work began in the heavenly
courts. There God gave to human beings an unmistakable evidence of the love with which He
regarded them. He “so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. The gift of Christ
reveals the Father’s heart. It testifies that, having undertaken our redemption, He will spare
nothing, however dear, which is necessary to the completion of His work. {9T 254.1}
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The spirit of liberality is the spirit of heaven. Christ’s self-sacrificing love is revealed upon the
cross. That man might be saved, He gave all that He had and then gave Himself. {9T 254.2}

To the angels and the unfallen worlds the cry, “It is finished,” had a deep significance. It was for
them as well as for us that the great work of redemption had been accomplished. They with us
share the fruits of Christ’s victory. {DA 758.2}

Not until the death of Christ was the character of Satan clearly revealed to the angels or to the
unfallen worlds. The archapostate had so clothed himself with deception that even holy beings
had not understood his principles. They had not clearly seen the nature of his rebellion.

{DA 758.3}

It was a being of wonderful power and glory that had set himself against God. Of Lucifer the
Lord says, “Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.” Ezekiel 28:12.
Lucifer had been the covering cherub. He had stood in the light of God’s presence. He had been
the highest of all created beings, and had been foremost in revealing God’s purposes to the
universe. After he had sinned, his power to deceive was the more deceptive, and the unveiling
of his character was the more difficult, because of the exalted position he had held with the
Father. {DA 758.4}

God could have destroyed Satan and his sympathizers as easily as one can cast a pebble to the
earth; but He did not do this. Rebellion was not to be overcome by force. Compelling power is

found only under Satan’s government. The Lord’s principles are not of this order. His authority
rests upon goodness, mercy, and love; and the presentation of these principles is the means to
be used. God’s government is moral, and truth and love are to be the prevailing power.

{DA 759.1}

Not until the death of Christ was the character of Satan clearly revealed to the angels or to the
unfallen worlds. Then the prevarications and accusations of him who had once been an exalted
angel were seen in their true light. It was seen that his professedly spotless character was
deceptive. His deeply laid scheme to exalt himself to supremacy was fully discerned. His
falsehoods were apparent to all. God’s authority was forever established. Truth triumphed over
falsehood. {RC 60.3}

The heavenly universe had witnessed the weapons that were chosen by the Prince of life—the
words of Scripture, “It is written”; and the weapons used by the prince of the world—falsehood
and deception. They had seen the Prince of life deal in straightforward lines of truth, honesty,
and integrity, while the prince of the world exercised his power of cunning, artful secrecy,
intrigue, enmity, and revenge. They had seen the One who bore the banner of truth sacrifice
everything, even His life, to maintain truth, while the one who bore the banner of rebellion
continued to strengthen his accusations against the God of truth. {RC 60.5}
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In His life and lessons, Christ has given a perfect exemplification of the unselfish ministry which
has its origin in God. God does not live for Himself. By creating the world, and by upholding all
things, He is constantly ministering for others. “He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.” Matthew 5:45. This ideal of ministry God
has committed to His Son. Jesus was given to stand at the head of humanity, that by His
example He might teach what it means to minister. His whole life was under a law of service.
He served all, ministered to all. {DA 649.4}

Jesus, the brightness of the Father’s glory, thought “it not a thing to be grasped to be on an
equality with God, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant.” Philippians 2:6, 7, R.V,,
margin. Through all the lowly experiences of life He consented to pass, walking among the
children of men, not as a king, to demand homage, but as one whose mission it was to serve
others. There was in His manner no taint of bigotry, no cold austerity. The world’s Redeemer
had a greater than angelic nature, yet united with His divine majesty were meekness and
humility that attracted all to Himself. {MB 14.2}

Jesus assumed humanity that He might meet humanity. He brings men under the transforming
power of truth by meeting them where they are. He gains access to the heart by securing
sympathy and confidence, making all feel that His identification with their nature and interest is
complete. The truth came from His lips beautiful in its simplicity, yet clothed with dignity and
power. What a teacher was our Lord Jesus Christ! How tenderly did He treat every honest
inquirer after truth, that He might gain admission to his sympathies and find a home in his
heart. {TM 190.1}

He came as a divine Teacher, to uplift human beings, to increase their physical, mental, and
spiritual efficiency. {5BC 1129.6}

Had Christ come in His divine form, humanity could not have endured the sight. The contrast
would have been too painful, the glory too overwhelming. Humanity could not have endured
the presence of one of the pure, bright angels from glory; therefore Christ took not on Him the
nature of angels; He came in the likeness of men. {5BC 1131.1}

For our sake Jesus emptied Himself of His glory; He clothed His divinity with humanity that He
might touch humanity, that His personal presence might be among us, that we might know that
He was acquainted with all our trials, and sympathized with our grief, that every son and
daughter of Adam might understand that Jesus is the friend of sinners (ST April 18, 1892).
{7BC927.1}

Men have the power to quench the Spirit of God; the power of choosing is left with them. They
are allowed freedom of action. They may be obedient through the name and grace of our
Redeemer, or they may be disobedient, and realize the consequences. {FLB 58.3}
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The sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit does not lie in any sudden word or deed; it is the
firm, determined resistance of truth and evidence. {FLB 58.4}

It is not that God sends out a decree that man shall not be saved. He does not throw a darkness
before the eyes which cannot be penetrated. But man at first resists a motion of the Spirit of
God, and, having once resisted, it is less difficult to do so the second time, less the third, and far
less the fourth. Then comes the harvest to be reaped from the seed of unbelief and resistance.
Oh what a harvest of sinful indulgences is preparing for the sickle! ... {FLB 58.5}

On the other hand, every ray of light cherished will yield a harvest of light. Temptation once
resisted will give power to more firmly resist the second time; every new victory gained over
self will smooth the way for higher and nobler triumphs. Every victory is a seed sown to eternal
life. {FLB 58.6}

No one need look upon the sin against the Holy Ghost as something mysterious and
indefinable. The sin against the Holy Ghost is the sin of persistent refusal to respond to the
invitation to repent. {FLB 58.8}

God destroys no man. Everyone who is destroyed will have destroyed himself. Everyone who
stifles the admonitions of conscience is sowing the seeds of unbelief, and these will produce a
sure harvest. By rejecting the first warning from God, Pharaoh of old sowed the seeds of
obstinacy, and he reaped obstinacy. God did not compel him to disbelieve. The seed of unbelief
which he sowed produced a harvest of its kind. Thus his resistance continued, until he looked
upon his devastated land, upon the cold, dead form of his first-born, and the first-born of all in
his house and of all the families in his kingdom, until the waters of the sea closed over his
horses and his chariots and his men of war. His history is a fearful illustration of the truth of the
words that “whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Galatians 6:7. Did men but
realize this, they would be careful what seed they sow. {COL 84.4}

God destroys no one. The sinner destroys himself by his own impenitence. When a person once
neglects to heed the invitations, reproofs, and warnings of the Spirit of God, his conscience
becomes seared, and the next time he is admonished, it will be more difficult to yield
obedience than before. And thus with every repetition. Conscience is the voice of God, heard
amid the conflict of human passions; when it is resisted, the Spirit of God is grieved. {5T 120.1}

God destroys no man; but when a man stifles conviction, when he turns from evidence, he is
sowing unbelief, and will reap as he has sown. As it was with Pharaoh, so it will be with him;
when clearer light shines upon the truth, he will meet it with increased resistance, and the work
of hardening the heart will go on with each rejection of the increasing light of heaven. In
simplicity and truth we would speak to the impenitent in regard to the way in which men
destroy their own souls. You are not to say that God is to blame, that he has made a decree
against you. No, he is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to the

Study Collection Prepared August 2020 ©Pine Knoll Publications pineknoll.org Page 8



knowledge of the truth, and to the haven of eternal bliss. No soul is ever finally deserted of
God, given up to his own ways, so long as there is any hope of his salvation. God follows men
with appeals and warnings and assurances of compassion, until further opportunities and
privileges would be wholly in vain. The responsibility rests upon the sinner. By resisting the
Spirit of God today, he prepares the way for a second resistance of light when it comes with
mightier power; and thus he will pass from one stage of indifference to another, until, at last,
the light will fail to impress him, and he will cease to respond in any measure to the Spirit of
God. {RH, February 17, 1891 par. 2}

This is not an act of arbitrary power on the part of God. The rejecters of His mercy reap that
which they have sown. God is the fountain of life; and when one chooses the service of sin, he
separates from God, and thus cuts himself off from life. He is “alienated from the life of God.”
Christ says, “All they that hate Me love death.” Ephesians 4:18; Proverbs 8:36. God gives them
existence for a time that they may develop their character and reveal their principles. This
accomplished, they receive the results of their own choice. By a life of rebellion, Satan and all
who unite with him place themselves so out of harmony with God that His very presence is to
them a consuming fire. The glory of Him who is love will destroy them. {DA 764.1}

It is no arbitrary decree on the part of God that excludes the wicked from heaven; they are shut
out by their own unfitness for its companionship. The glory of God would be to them a
consuming fire. They would welcome destruction, that they might be hidden from the face of
Him who died to redeem them. {SC 17.2}

Like Israel of old the wicked destroy themselves; they fall by their iniquity. By a life of sin, they
have placed themselves so out of harmony with God, their natures have become so debased
with evil, that the manifestation of His glory is to them a consuming fire. {GC 37.1}

Recommended Reading: The Great Controversy Chapter 29 — “The Origin of Evil”
https://egwwritings.org
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